
WHAT TONGUE CAN VOICE MY THANKS  
To thank Him for this, make ye a mighty effort,  

and choose for yourselves a noble goal.  
‘Abdu’l-Bahá 

 

 
1. Throughout the world there are innumerable 

meetings and assemblages, more or less 

important according to their measure of 

contribution to human betterment, yet limited 

in their purpose and object to material 

questions and outcomes. They are political, 

commercial or educational in character; they 

seek to promote economic advancement, 

further agricultural purposes, encourage 

scientific research and assist discoveries; they 

provide for the establishment of new 

institutions, plan financial measures and agree 

upon laws of civic and social control. Such 

meetings are useful, but their influence and 

intention do not extend beyond the material 

welfare and government of mankind -- that is to 

say, they serve material civilization. 

 

2. This meeting of yours (tonight) is very 

different in character. It is a universal 

gathering; it is heavenly and divine in purpose 

because it serves the oneness of the world of 

humanity and promotes international peace. It 

is devoted to the solidarity and brotherhood of 

the human race, the spiritual welfare of 

mankind, unity of religious belief through 

knowledge of God and the reconciliation of 

religious teaching with the principles of science 

and reason. It promotes love and fraternity 

among all humankind, seeks to abolish and 

destroy barriers which separate the human 

family, proclaims the equality of man and 

woman, instills divine precepts and morals, 

illumines and quickens minds with heavenly 

perception, attracts the infinite bestowals of 

God, removes racial, national and religious 

prejudices and establishes the foundation of the 

heavenly Kingdom in the hearts of all nations 

and peoples. The effect of such an assembly as 

this is conducive to divine fellowship and 

strengthening of the bond which cements and 

unifies hearts. This is the indestructible bond of 

spirit which conjoins the East and West.  

 

3.  By it the very foundations of race prejudice 

are uprooted and destroyed, the banner of 

spiritual democracy is hoisted aloft, the world of 

religion is purified from superannuated beliefs 

and hereditary imitations of forms, and the 

oneness of the reality underlying all religions is 

revealed and disclosed. For such a meeting is 

established upon the very foundation of the 

laws of God. Therefore, in its constraining 

spiritual bond it unites all religions and 

reconciles all sects, denominations and factions 

in kindliness and love toward each other. In this 

way and by the instrumentality of such a 

gathering the causes of animosity, hatred and 

bigotry are removed, and enmity and discord 

pass away entirely. Every limiting and 

restricting movement or meeting of mere 

personal interest is human in nature. Every 

universal movement unlimited in scope and 

purpose is divine. The Cause of God is advanced 

whenever and wherever a universal meeting is 

established among mankind. 

 

4. Therefore, endeavor that your attitudes and 

intentions here tonight be universal and 

altruistic in nature. Consecrate and devote 

yourselves to the betterment and service of all 

the human race. Let no barrier of ill feeling or 

personal prejudice exist between these souls, 

for when your motives are universal and your 

intentions heavenly in character, when your 

aspirations are centered in the Kingdom, there 

is no doubt whatever that you will become the 

recipients of the bounty and good pleasure of 

God. 

 

5.  This meeting is, verily, the noblest and most 

worthy of all meetings in the world because of 

these underlying spiritual and universal 

purposes. Such a banquet and assemblage 

command the sincere devotion of all present 

and invite the downpouring of the blessings of 

God. Therefore, be ye assured and confident 
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that the confirmations of God are descending 

upon you, the assistance of God will be given 

unto you, the breaths of the Holy Spirit will 

quicken you with a new life, the Sun of Reality 

will shine gloriously upon you, and the fragrant 

breezes of the rose gardens of divine mercy will 

waft through the windows of your souls. Be ye 

confident and steadfast; your services are 

confirmed by the powers of heaven, for your 

intentions are lofty, your purposes pure and 

worthy. God is the helper of those souls whose 

aim is to serve humanity and whose efforts and 

endeavors are devoted to the good and 

betterment of all mankind.  

`Abdu'l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace / 

Talks in New York, 15 Nov – 5 December 1912: 132. 

Banquet, Great Northern Hotel 

6. O ye who are the chosen ones of the Abha 

Kingdom! Praise ye the Lord of Hosts for He, 

riding upon the clouds, hath come down to this 

world out of the heaven of the invisible realm, 

so that East and West were lit by the glory of the 

Sun of Truth, and the call of the Kingdom was 

raised, and the heralds of the realm above, with 

melodies of the Concourse on high, sang out the 

glad tidings of the Coming. Then the whole 

world of being did quiver for joy, and still the 

people, even as the Messiah saith, slept on: for 

the day of the Manifestation, when the Lord of 

Hosts descended, found them wrapped in the 

slumber of unknowing. As He saith in the 

Gospel, My coming is even as when the thief is 

in the house, and the goodman of the house 

watcheth not. 

        From amongst all mankind hath He chosen 

you, and your eyes have been opened to the 

light of guidance and your ears attuned to the 

music of the Company above; and blessed by 

abounding grace, your hearts and souls have 

been born into new life. Thank ye and praise ye 

God that the hand of infinite bestowals hath set 

upon your heads this gem-studded crown, this 

crown whose lustrous jewels will forever flash 

and sparkle down all the reaches of time.  

 

7. To thank Him for this, make ye a mighty 

effort, and choose for yourselves a noble goal. 

Through the power of faith, obey ye the 

teachings of God, and let all your actions 

conform to His laws. . . . Thus may each one of 

you be even as a candle casting its light, the 

center of attraction wherever people come 

together; and from you, as from a bed of 

flowers, may sweet scents be shed. 

       Raise ye a clamor like unto a roaring sea; 

like a prodigal cloud, rain down the grace of 

heaven. Lift up your voices and sing out the 

songs of the Abhá Realm. Quench ye the fires of 

war, lift high the banners of peace, work for the 

oneness of humankind and remember that 

religion is the channel of love unto all peoples. 

Be ye aware that the children of men are sheep 

of God and He their loving Shepherd, that He 

careth tenderly for all His sheep and maketh 

them to feed in His own green pastures of grace 

and giveth them to drink from the wellspring of 

life. Such is the way of the Lord. Such are His 

bestowals. Such, from among His teachings, is 

His precept of the oneness of mankind. 

Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá: 17 

 

8. Wherefore, O beloved of the Lord, strive ye 

with heart and soul to receive a share of His 

holy attributes and take your portion of the 

bounties of His sanctity -- that ye may become 

the tokens of unity, the standards of singleness, 

and seek out the meaning of oneness; that ye 

may, in this garden of God, lift up your voices 

and sing the blissful anthems of the spirit. 

Become ye as the birds who offer Him their 

thanks, and in the blossoming bowers of life 

chant ye such melodies as will dazzle the minds 

of those who know. Raise ye a banner on the 

highest peaks of the world, a flag of God's 

favour to ripple and wave in the winds of His 

grace; plant ye a tree in the field of life, amid the 

roses of this visible world, that will yield a 

fruitage fresh and sweet. 

Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá: 2 

 

9.  As to you, O ye loved ones of God! Loose 

your tongues and offer Him thanks; praise ye 
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and glorify the Beauty of the Adored One, for ye 

have drunk from this purest of chalices, and ye 

are cheered and set aglow with this wine. Ye 

have detected the sweet scents of holiness, ye 

have smelled the musk of faithfulness from 

Joseph's raiment. Ye have fed on the honey-dew 

of loyalty from the hands of Him Who is the one 

alone Beloved, ye have feasted on immortal 

dishes at the bounteous banquet table of the 

Lord. This plenty is a special favour bestowed 

by a loving God, these are blessings and rare 

gifts deriving from His grace. In the Gospel He 

saith: 'For many are called, but few are 

chosen.'[1] That is, to many is it offered, but rare 

is the soul who is singled out to receive the great 

bestowal of guidance. 'Such is the bounty of 

God: to whom He will He giveth it, and of 

immense bounty is God.'[2] 

Selections from the Writings of 

 `Abdu'l-Bahá: 2 

[1 Matthew 22:14] 

[2 Qur'án 57:21] 

 

10. Praised be Thou  O my God!  

       How can I thank Thee for having singled me 

out and chosen me above all Thy servants to 

reveal Thee, at a time when all had turned away 

from Thy beauty! I testify, O my God, that if I 

were given a thousand lives by Thee, and 

offered them up all in Thy path, I would still 

have failed to repay the least of the gifts which, 

by Thy grace, Thou hast bestowed upon me.  

       I lay asleep on the bed of self when lo, Thou 

didst waken me with the divine accents of Thy 

voice, and didst unveil to me Thy beauty, and 

didst enable me to listen to Thine utterances, 

and to recognize Thy Self, and to speak forth 

Thy praise, and to extol Thy virtues, and to be 

steadfast in Thy love. Finally I fell a captive into 

the hands of the wayward among Thy servants. 

       Thou beholdest, therefore, the exile which I 

suffer in Thy days, and art aware of my 

vehement longing to look upon Thy face, and of 

mine irrepressible yearnings to enter the court 

of Thy glory, and of the stirrings of my heart 

under the influences of the winds of Thy mercy. 

       I entreat Thee, O Thou Who art the Ruler of 

the kingdoms of creation and the Author of all 

names, to write down my name with the names 

of them who, from eternity, have circled round 

the Tabernacle of Thy majesty, and clung to the 

hem of Thy loving-kindness, and held fast the 

cord of Thy tender mercy. 

       Thou art, in truth, the Help in Peril, the 

Self-Subsisting 

Bahá'u'lláh  

 

11. My God, my Adored One, my King, my 

Desire! What tongue can voice my thanks to 

Thee? I was heedless, Thou didst awaken me. I 

had turned back from Thee, Thou didst 

graciously aid me to turn towards Thee. I was as 

one dead, Thou didst quicken me with the water 

of life. I was withered, Thou didst revive me 

with the heavenly stream of Thine utterance 

which hath flowed forth from the Pen of the All-

Merciful.  

       O Divine Providence! All existence is 

begotten by Thy bounty; deprive it not of the 

waters of Thy generosity, neither do Thou 

withhold it from the ocean of Thy mercy. I 

beseech Thee to aid and assist me at all times 

and under all conditions, and seek from the 

heaven of Thy grace Thine ancient favor. Thou 

art, in truth, the Lord of bounty, and the 

Sovereign of the kingdom of eternity. 

Bahá'u'lláh  
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