“WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT?”

All praise be to God Who hath, through the power of truth, sent down this Book unto His servant,
that it may serve as a shining light for all mankind.
~ The Bab

1. Lauded and glorified art Thou, O Lord my
God! Thou art supreme over the realm of being
and Thy power pervadeth all created things.
Thou holdest the kingdom of creation within
Thy grasp and dost call into being in conformity
with Thy pleasure.

All praise be unto Thee, O Lord my God!
I beseech Thee by such souls as are eagerly
waiting at Thy gate and by those holy beings
who have attained the court of Thy presence, to
cast upon us the glances of Thy tender
compassion and to regard us with the eye of Thy
loving providence. Cause our souls to be
enkindled with the fire of Thy tender affection
and give us to drink of the living waters of Thy
bounty. Keep us steadfast in the path of Thine
ardent love and enable us to abide within the
precincts of Thy holiness. Verily Thou art the
Giver, the Most Generous, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

2. The substance wherewith God hath created
Me is not the clay out of which others have been
formed. He hath conferred upon Me that which
the worldly-wise can never comprehend, nor the
faithful discover ... I am one of the sustaining
pillars of the Primal Word of God. Whosoever
hath recognized Me, hath known all that is true
and right, and hath attained all that is good and
seemly; and whosoever hath failed to recognize
Me, hath turned away from all that is true and
right and hath succumbed to everything evil and
unseemly.

3. I am the Primal Point from which have
been generated all created things. I am the
Countenance of God Whose splendour can
never be obscured, the Light of God Whose

radiance can never fade. Whoso recognizeth
Me, assurance and all good are in store for him,
and whoso faileth to recognize Me, infernal fire
and all evil await him...

4. Iswear by God, the Peerless, the
Incomparable, the True One: for no other reason
hath He -- the supreme Testimony of God --
invested Me with clear signs and tokens than
that all men may be enabled to submit to His
Cause.

By the righteousness of Him Who is the
Absolute Truth, were the veil to be lifted, thou
wouldst witness on this earthly plane all men
sorely afflicted with the fire of the wrath of
God, a fire fiercer and greater than the fire of
hell, with the exception of those who have
sought shelter beneath the shade of the tree of
My love. For they in very truth are the blissful...

5. O people of the earth! Whoso obeyeth the
Remembrance of God and His Book hath in
truth obeyed God and His chosen ones and he
will, in the life to come, be reckoned in the
presence of God among the inmates of the
Paradise of His good-pleasure.

6. O concourse of the people of the Book!
Fear ye God and pride not yourselves in your
learning. Follow ye the Book which His
Remembrance hath revealed in praise of God,
the True One. He Who is the Eternal Truth
beareth me witness, whoso followeth this Book
hath indeed followed all the past Scriptures
which have been sent down from heaven by
God, the Sovereign Truth. Verily, He is well
informed of what ye do... Such as are the true
followers of Islam would say: ‘O Lord our God!
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We have hearkened to the call of Thy
Remembrance and obeyed Him. Forgive us our
sins. Thou art, verily, the Eternal Truth, and
unto Thee, our infallible Retreat, must we all
return.’

7. O people of the city! Ye have disbelieved
your Lord. If ye are truly faithful to
Muhammad, the Apostle of God and the Seal of
the Prophets, and if ye follow His Book, the
Qur'an, which is free from error, then here is the
like of it -- this Book, which We have, in truth
and by the leave of God, sent down unto Our
Servant. If ye fail to believe in Him, then your
faith in Muhammad and His Book which was
revealed in the past will indeed be treated as
false in the estimation of God. If ye deny Him,
the fact of your having denied Muhammad and
His Book will, in very truth and with absolute
certainty, become evident unto yourselves.

8. O peoples of the world! Whatsoever ye
have offered up in the way of the One True
God, ye shall indeed find preserved by God, the

Preserver, intact at God's Holy Gate.

9. O peoples of the earth! Bear ye allegiance
unto this resplendent light wherewith God hath
graciously invested Me through the power of
infallible Truth, and walk not in the footsteps of
the Evil One inasmuch as he prompteth you to
disbelieve in God, your Lord, and verily God
will not forgive disbelief in Himself, though He
will forgive other sins to whomsoever He
pleaseth. Indeed His knowledge embraceth all
things.

10. O peoples of the East and the West! Be ye
fearful of God concerning the Cause of the true
Joseph and barter Him not for a paltry price
established by yourselves, or for a trifle of your
earthly possessions, that ye may, in very truth,

be praised by Him as those who are reckoned
among the pious who stand nigh unto this Gate.
Verily God hath deprived of His grace him who
martyred Husayn, Our forefather, lonely and
forsaken as He was upon the land of Taff
[Karbila]. Yazid, the son of Mu'aviyih, out of
corrupt desire, bartered away the head of the
true Joseph to the fiendish people for a trifling
price and a petty sum from his property. Verily
they repudiated God by committing a grievous
error. Erelong will God wreak His vengeance
upon them, at the time of Our Return, and He
hath, in very truth, prepared for them, in the
world to come, a severe torment.

11. O peoples of the earth! Give ear unto God's
holy Voice proclaimed by this Arabian Youth
Whom the Almighty hath graciously chosen for
His Own Self. He is indeed none other than the
True One, Whom God hath entrusted with this
Mission from the midst of the Burning Bush. O
Qurratu'l-'Ayn! Unravel what Thou pleasest
from the secrets of the All-Glorious, for the
ocean is surging high at the behest of the
incomparable Lord.

12. O peoples of the earth! Cleave ye
tenaciously to the Cord of the All-Highest God,
which is but this Arabian Youth, Our
Remembrance -- He Who standeth concealed at
the point of ice amidst the ocean of fire.

13. O people of Persia! Are ye not satisfied
with this glorious honour which the supreme
Remembrance of God hath conferred upon you?
Verily ye have been especially favoured by God
through this mighty Word. Then do not
withdraw from the sanctuary of His presence,
for, by the righteousness of the One true God,
He is none other than the sovereign Truth from
God; He is the most exalted One and the Source
of all wisdom, as decreed in the Mother Book...
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14. O people of the earth! By the righteousness
of the One true God, I am the Maid of Heaven
begotten by the Spirit of Bah4, abiding within
the Mansion hewn out of a mass of ruby, tender
and vibrant; and in this mighty Paradise naught
have I ever witnessed save that which
proclaimeth the Remembrance of God by
extolling the virtues of this Arabian Youth.
Verily there is none other God but your Lord,
the All-Merciful. Magnify ye, then, His station,
for behold, He is poised in the midmost heart of
the All-Highest Paradise as the embodiment of
the praise of God in the Tabernacle wherein His
glorification is intoned.

15. O ye peoples of the earth! Hearken unto
My call, ringing forth from the precincts of this
sacred Tree—a Tree set ablaze by the pre-
existent Fire: There is no God but Him; He is
the Exalted, the All-Wise. O ye the servants of
the Merciful One! Enter ye, one and all, through
this Gate and follow not the steps of the Evil
One, for he prompteth you to walk in the ways
of impiety and wickedness; he is, in truth, your
declared enemy.

16. O peoples of the earth! Verily the
resplendent Light of God hath appeared in your
midst, invested with this unerring Book, that ye
may be guided aright to the ways of peace and,
by the leave of God, step out of the darkness
into the light and onto this far-extended Path of
Truth...

17. O peoples of the earth! Verily His
Remembrance is come to you from God after an
interval during which there were no
Messengers, that He may purge and purify you
from uncleanliness in anticipation of the Day of
the One true God; therefore seek ye whole-
heartedly divine blessings from Him, inasmuch
as We have, in truth, chosen Him to be the

Witness and the Source of wisdom unto all that
dwell on earth...

18. Lauded be Thy Name, O God. Thou art in
truth our Lord; Thou art aware of whatsoever is
in the heavens and on the earth. Send down then
upon us a token of Thy mercy. Verily Thou art
unsurpassed among them that show mercy. All
praise be unto Thee, O Lord. Ordain for us from
Thy presence that which will comfort the hearts
of the sincere among Thy servants. Glorified art
Thou, O God, Thou art the Creator of the
heavens and the earth and that which lieth
between them. Thou art the sovereign Lord, the
Most Holy, the Almighty, the All-Wise.
Magnified be Thy Name, O God, send down
upon them who have believed in God and in His
signs a mighty succor from Thy presence such
as to enable them to prevail over the generality
of mankind.

Selections from the Writings of the Bab

Personal Prayers

Reflection on the Texts

Discussion
What do you know about a gate? What is your
experience of a gate?

How does the advent of The Gate (The Bab)
inform your understanding of Baha'u'llah as The
Glory of God?



