
Twin Messengers of God 
…It has been prophesied that, through these twin Manifestations, the earth will become another earth; 

all existence will be renewed; the contingent world will be clothed with the robe of a new life… 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá 

 

 

1. O HOUR of the Dawn! Ere the resplendent 

glory of the divine Luminary sheddeth its 

radiance from the Dayspring of this Gate, call 

thou to mind that the appointed Day of God will 

indeed be at hand in less than the twinkling of 

an eye. Thus hath the decree of God been issued 

in the Mother Book. 
The Báb / 2.  Excerpts from the Qayyúmu’l-Asmá 

 

2. And when the appointed hour of His 

Revelation struck on this promised Day, the 

veils of destiny were rent asunder and the 

divine decree was fulfilled with the departure of 

the Luminary of the heaven of eternity from the 

city of Baghdád. This came to pass by reason of 

what the hands of the malicious had wrought 

against this Light—a Light that hath outshone 

every other in its sacred and wondrous 

splendour. Blessed, then, be He Who hath sent 

down these twin Revelations through His most 

great, His most mighty sovereignty! 
Bahá'u'lláh, Days of Remembrance / Ridván 

 

3. The Báb, the Exalted One, is the Morn of 

Truth, the splendour of Whose light shineth 

through all regions. He is also the Harbinger of 

the Most Great Light, the Abhá Luminary. The 

Blessed Beauty is the One promised by the 

sacred books of the past, the revelation of the 

Source of light that shone upon Mount Sinai, 

Whose fire glowed in the midst of the Burning 

Bush. We are, one and all, servants of Their 

threshold, and stand each as a lowly keeper at 

Their door. … Every proof and prophecy, every 

manner of evidence, whether based on reason 

or on the text of the scriptures and traditions, 

are to be regarded as centered in the persons of 

Bahá’u’lláh and the Báb. In them is to be found 

their complete fulfillment. 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, cited by Shoghi Effendi in God Passes By / 

First Period: The Ministry of the Báb 1844-1853: IV. 

 

4. All the peoples of the world are awaiting two 

Manifestations, Who must be  

 

 

contemporaneous. This is what they all have 

been promised. In the Torah, the Jews are 

promised the Lord of Hosts and the Messiah. In 

the Gospel, the return of Christ and Elijah is 

foretold. In the religion of Muḥammad, there is 

the promise of the Mahdi and the Messiah. The 

same holds true of the Zoroastrians and 

others…  
 

5. Our meaning is that all have been promised 

the advent of two successive Manifestations. It 

has been prophesied that, through these twin 

Manifestations, the earth will become another 

earth; all existence will be renewed; the 

contingent world will be clothed with the robe 

of a new life; justice and righteousness will 

encompass the globe; hatred and enmity will 

disappear; whatever is the cause of division 

among peoples, races, and nations will be 

obliterated; and that which ensures unity, 

harmony, and concord will be promoted. The 

heedless will arise from their slumber; the blind 

will see; the deaf will hear; the dumb will speak; 

the sick will be healed; the dead will be 

quickened; and war will give way to peace. 

Enmity will be transmuted into love; the root 

causes of contention and strife will be 

eliminated; mankind will attain true felicity; 

this world will mirror forth the heavenly 

Kingdom; and the earth below will become the 

throne of the realm above. All nations will 

become one nation; all religions will become 

one religion; all mankind will become one 

family and one kindred; all the regions of the 

earth will become as one; racial, national, 

personal, linguistic, and political prejudices will 

be effaced and extinguished; and all will attain 

everlasting life under the shadow of the Lord of 

Hosts. 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions / 

Part 1: On the Influence of the Prophets 

in the Evolution of Humanity: 10. 
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6. During (Bahá'u'lláh’s) early years a Youth 

Whose name was Ali-Muhammad appeared in 

Persia. He was entitled the Báb, which means 

door or gate. The bearer of this title was a great 

Soul from Whom spiritual signs and evidences 

became manifest. He withstood the tests of time 

and lived contrary to the custom and usages of 

Persia. He revealed a new system of faith 

opposed to the beliefs in His country and 

promulgated certain principles contrary to the 

thoughts of the people. For this, that 

remarkable Personality was imprisoned by the 

Persian government. Eventually, by order of the 

government He was martyred. The account of 

this martyrdom, briefly stated, is as follows: He 

was suspended in a square as a target and shot 

to death. This revered Personage foreshadowed 

the advent of another Soul of Whom He said, 

"When He cometh He shall reveal greater things 

unto you." 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of 

Universal Peace, p. 371 

 

7. The Blessed Perfection, Bahá'u'lláh, belonged 

to the nobility of Persia. From earliest 

childhood He was distinguished among His 

relatives and friends. They said, "This child has 

extraordinary power." In wisdom, intelligence 

and as a source of new knowledge, He was 

advanced beyond His age and superior to His 

surroundings. All who knew Him were 

astonished at His precocity. During the period 

of youth the Blessed Perfection did not enter 

school. He was not willing to be taught. This 

fact is well established among the Persians of 

Tihran. Nevertheless, He was capable of solving 

the difficult problems of all who came to Him. 

In whatever meeting, scientific assembly or 

theological discussion He was found, He 

became the authority of explanation upon 

intricate and abstruse questions presented. … 
 

8. He was most generous, giving abundantly to 

the poor. None who came to Him were turned 

away. The doors of His house were open to all. 

He always had many guests. This unbounded 

generosity was conducive to greater 

astonishment from the fact that He sought 

neither position nor prominence. In 

commenting upon this His friends said He 

would become impoverished, for His expenses 

were many and His wealth becoming more and 

more limited. …  
 

He became well-known in regard to these 

qualities before the Báb appeared. Then 

Bahá'u'lláh declared the Báb's mission to be 

true and promulgated His teachings. The Báb 

announced that the greater Manifestation 

would take place after Him and called the 

Promised One "Him Whom God shall make 

manifest," saying that nine years later the 

reality of His own mission would become 

apparent. … Between Bahá'u'lláh and the Báb 

there was communication privately. The Báb 

wrote a letter containing three hundred and 

sixty derivatives of the root Baha. …  
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 25 

 

9. The following is my explanation: The Exalted 

One, the Báb—may my life be offered up for 

Him—is the Promised One of the Qur’án, that 

is, the Mihdí, the promised Qá’im, Who was to 

appear after the Prophet Muḥammad. He is the 

bright Morn dawning from the horizon of 

guidance, and the Harbinger of the Abhá 

Beauty. The Blessed Beauty—may my life be 

offered up for His loved ones—is He Whom God 

shall make manifest, the One promised in all 

the Books and Tablets of the Báb. …  
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Light of the World / 46. 

 

10. All the Scriptures have foretold the advent of 

two Manifestations, even as the Gospel doth 

refer to the coming of Elijah and the Messiah, 

by which is meant the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh. I 

have in the preceding chapters endeavored to 

trace the rise and progress of the Faith 

associated with the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh during 

the first fifty years of its existence. If I have 

dwelt too long on the events connected with the 

life and mission of these twin Luminaries of the 

Bahá’í Revelation, if I have at times indulged in 

too circumstantial a narrative of certain 

episodes related to their ministries, it is solely 
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because these happenings proclaim the birth, 

and signalize the establishment, of an epoch 

which future historians will acclaim as the most 

heroic, the most tragic and the most 

momentous period in the Apostolic Age of the 

Bahá’í Dispensation. Indeed the tale which the 

subsequent decades of the century under review 

unfold to our eyes is but the record of the 

manifold evidences of the resistless operation of 

those creative forces which the revolution of 

fifty years of almost uninterrupted Revelation 

had released. 
Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By / Third Period: The 

Ministry of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 1892-1921: XIV. 

 

11. The Festivals of the Twin Birthdays, the 

Birth of the Báb and the Birth of Bahá’u’lláh, 

have, in the East, been traditionally observed 

according to their correspondence to the first 

and second days of Muḥarram in the Islamic 

calendar. “These two days are accounted as one 

in the sight of God”, Bahá’u’lláh affirms. Yet, a 

letter written on behalf of the Guardian states, 

“In the future, no doubt all of the Holy Days will 

follow the Solar calendar, and provisions be 

made as to how the Twin Festivals will be 

celebrated universally.” How to satisfy the 

intrinsic lunar character of these blessed Days 

within the context of a solar calendar has 

hitherto been unanswered. We have decided 

that they will now be observed on the first and 

the second day following the occurrence of the 

eighth new moon after Naw-Rúz, as determined 

in advance by astronomical tables using Ṭihrán 

as the point of reference. This will result in the 

observance of the Twin Birthdays moving, year 

to year, within the months of Mashíyyat, ‘Ilm, 

and Qudrat of the Badí‘ calendar, or from mid-

October to mid-November according to the 

Gregorian calendar. Next year, the Birth of the 

Báb will occur on 10 Qudrat and the Birth of 

Bahá’u’lláh on 11 Qudrat. With joy and eager 

anticipation, we look to the upcoming 

bicentennial anniversaries of the Birth of 

Bahá’u’lláh and the Birth of the Báb, in 174 and 

176 B.E., respectively, which the entire Bahá’í 

world will celebrate according to a common 

calendar. 
The Universal House of Justice – 10 July 2014 – 

To the Bahá’ís of the World 

 

12.   O Thou kind God! 

From America, that distant country, we 

hastened to the Holy Land and directed our 

steps toward this blessed Spot. We attained 

unto the two blessed and sacred Thresholds and 

obtained boundless grace therefrom. We have 

now come to Mount Carmel, which is Thy 

sacred garden. Most of the Prophets turned to 

Thee in prayer upon this holy mountain, 

communing with Thee in the utmost humility at 

the midnight hour. 

O Lord! We are now in this blessed 

place. We beseech Thine infinite bounties and 

long for a joyous and tranquil conscience. We 

desire firmness in the Covenant and seek Thy 

good-pleasure to our last breath. 

O Lord! Forgive our sins and bestow 

upon us Thy manifold favours. Shield us within 

the shelter of Thy protection. Guard and 

preserve these two little children and nurture 

them in the embrace of Thy Love. 

Thou art the Forgiver, the Resplendent, 

the Ever-Loving. 
Additional Prayers Revealed by ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá 

 

 

Personal Prayers 

 

 

Reflections on the Text 
 

 

Discussion  

• We have been celebrating these Twin 

Birthdays on consecutive days for ten 

years now, reflect together on some 

experiences, impact on community life, 

including celebration of the bicentennial 

anniversaries. 


