Twin Annversaries

...this is the month through which all other months
have been illumined...

1. Blessed art thou, O night! For through thee
was born the Day of God, a Day which We have
ordained to be the lamp of salvation unto the
denizens of the cities of names, the chalice of
victory unto the champions of the arenas of
eternity, and the dawning-place of joy and
exultation unto all creation.

O concourse of earth and heaven! This
is that first night, which God hath made to be a
sign of that second night whereon was born He
Whom no praise can befittingly extol and no
attribute describe. Well is it with him who
reflecteth upon them both: Verily he will find
their outer reality to correspond to their inner
essence, and will become acquainted with the
divine mysteries that lie enshrined in this
Revelation, a Revelation through which the
foundations of misbelief have been shaken, the
idols of superstition have been shattered, and
the banner hath been unfurled which
proclaimeth “No God is there but Him, the
Powerful, the Exalted, the Incomparable, the
Protector, the Mighty, the Inacccessible.”
Baha’u’llah, Days of Remembrance /
Birth of the Bab: 40

2. O Ahmad! Bear thou witness that verily He is
God and there is no God but Him, the King, the
Protector, the Incomparable, the Omnipotent.
And that the One Whom He hath sent forth by
the name of Ali [* The Bab Jwag the true One from
God, to Whose commands we are all
conforming. Say: O people be obedient to the
ordinances of God, which have been enjoined in
the Bayan by the Glorious, the Wise One. Verily
He is the King of the Messengers and His book
is the Mother Book did ye but know.

Baha'u'llah

3. He is the Most Holy, the Most Great.

This is the month wherein was born He Who
beareth the Most Great Name, Whose
appearance hath caused the limbs of

humankind to quake and the dust of Whose
footsteps the Concourse on high and the
dwellers of the cities of names have sought for a
blessing. Whereupon they rendered praise unto
God and cried out in joy and exultation. By
God! This is the month through which all other
months have been illumined, the month
wherein He Who is the hidden Secret and the
well-guarded Treasure hath been made
manifest and hath called aloud amidst all
humankind. All dominion belongeth to this
newborn Child through Whom the face of
creation hath been wreathed in smiles, and the
trees have swayed, and the oceans have surged,
and the mountains have taken flight, and
Paradise hath lifted its voice, and the Rock hath
cried out, and all things have exclaimed, “O
concourse of creation! Hasten ye towards the
dawning-place of the countenance of your Lord,
the Merciful, the Compassionate!”

Baha&’w’llah, Days of Remembrance /

Birth of Bah&'u’llah: 45

4. This is the month wherein Paradise itself was
decked forth with the splendours of the
countenance of its Lord, the All-Merciful, and
the heavenly Nightingale warbled its melody
upon the Divine Lote-Tree, and the hearts of the
favoured ones were filled with rapture. But alas
the people, for the most part, are heedless.
Blessed be the one who hath recognized Him
and apprehended that which was promised in
the Books of God, the Almighty, the All-Praised;
and woe betide him that hath turned aside from
the One upon Whom the Concourse on high
have fixed their gaze, Him who hath
confounded every wayward misbeliever.

When once thou hast received this Tablet,
intone it in the sweetest of melodies and say:
Praise be to Thee, O my most merciful Lord, for
remembering me in this Tablet whereby the
fragrance of the garment of Thy knowledge was
diffused and the oceans of Thy grace were made
to surge. I bear witness that Thou art potent to



Twin Anniversaries p. 2

do as Thou pleasest. No God is there but Thee,
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Baha’ullah, Days of Remembrance / Birth of Bah&'u’llah: 45

5. In the past the divines were perplexed over
...(the)... question which He Who is the
Sovereign Truth hath, during the early years of
His life, Himself heard them ask repeatedly:
'What is that Word which the Qa'im will
pronounce whereby the leaders of religion are
put to flight?' Say, that Word is now made
manifest and ye have fled ere ye heard it
uttered, although ye perceive it not. And that
blessed, that hidden, that concealed and
treasured Word is this: "HE" hath now
appeared in the raiment of "I". He Who was
hidden from mortal eyes exclaimeth: Lo! I am
the All-Manifest.' This is the Word which hath
caused the limbs of disbelievers to quake.
Glorified be God! All the heavenly Scriptures of
the past attest to the greatness of this Day, the
greatness of this Manifestation, the greatness of
His signs, the greatness of His Word, the
greatness of His constancy, the greatness of His
pre-eminent station. Yet despite all this the
people have remained heedless and are shut out
as by a veil. Indeed all the Prophets have
yearned to attain this Day. David saith: 'Who
will bring me into the Strong City?'™ By Strong
City is meant 'Akka. Its fortifications are very
strong and this Wronged One is imprisoned
within its walls. Likewise it is revealed in the
Qur'an: 'Bring forth thy people from the
darkness into the light and announce to them
the days of God., '[1 Psalms 59:9; 108:10.] [2 Qur'4n 14:5.]
Tablets of Baha'u'llah: 17

6. It is evident that every age in which a
Manifestation of God hath lived is divinely
ordained, and may, in a sense, be characterized
as God's appointed Day. This Day, however, is
unique, and is to be distinguished from those
that have preceded it. The designation "Seal of
the Prophets" fully revealeth its high station.
The Prophetic Cycle hath, verily, ended. The
Eternal Truth is now come. He hath lifted up
the Ensign of Power, and is now shedding upon

the world the unclouded splendor of His
Revelation.
Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah: XXV

7. As to the influence of holy Beings and the
continuance of Their grace to mankind after
They have put away Their human form, this is,
to Baha'is, an indisputable fact. Indeed, the
flooding grace, the streaming splendours of the
holy Manifestations appear after Their
ascension from this world. The exaltation of the
Word, the revelation of the power of God, the
conversion of God-fearing souls, the bestowal of
everlasting life—it was following the Messiah's
martyrdom that all these were increased and
intensified. In the same way, ever since the
ascension of the Blessed Beauty, the bestowals
have been more abundant, the spreading light is
brighter, the tokens of the Lord's might are
more powerful, the influence of the Word is
much stronger, and it will not be long before the
motion, the heat, the brilliance, the blessings of
the Sun of His reality will encompass all the
earth.

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu'l-Baha: 31

8. O ye handmaids of the Lord! In this century—
the century of the Almighty Lord—the Day-Star
of the Realms above, the Light of Truth, shineth
in its meridian splendour and its rays illuminate
all regions. For this is the age of the Ancient
Beauty, the day of the revelation of the might
and power of the Most Great Name—may my
life be offered up as a sacrifice for His loved
ones.

In the ages to come, though the Cause of God
may rise and grow a hundredfold and the shade
of the Sadratu'l-Muntaha shelter all mankind,
yet this present century shall stand unrivalled,
for it hath witnessed the breaking of that Morn
and the rising of that Sun. This century is,
verily, the source of His Light and the dayspring
of His Revelation. Future ages and generations
shall behold the diffusion of its radiance and the
manifestations of its signs.
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Wherefore, exert yourselves, haply ye may
obtain your full share and portion of His
bestowals.

Selections from the Writings of "Abdu'l-Baha: 32

9. Thou knowest, O my God, that I have severed
every tie that bindeth me to any of Thy
creatures except that most exalted tie that
uniteth me with whosoever cleaveth unto Thee,
in this the day of the revelation of Thy most
august Self, that hath appeared in Thy name,
the All-Glorious. Thou knowest that I have
dissolved every bond that knitteth me to any
one of my kindred except such as have enjoyed
near access to Thy most effulgent face.

I have no will but Thy will, O my Lord, and
cherish no desire except Thy desire. From my
pen floweth only the summons which Thine
own exalted pen hath voiced, and my tongue
uttereth naught save what the Most Great Spirit
hath itself proclaimed in the kingdom of Thine
eternity. I am stirred by nothing else except the
winds of Thy will, and breathe no word except
the words which, by Thy leave and Thine
inspiration, I am led to pronounce.

Prayers and Meditations by Baha'u'llah: LXVI

10. Behold how the manifold grace of God,
which is being showered from the clouds of
Divine glory, hath, in this day, encompassed the
world. For whereas in days past every lover
besought and searched after his Beloved, it is
the Beloved Himself Who now is calling His
lovers and is inviting them to attain His
presence. Take heed lest ye forfeit so precious a
favor; beware lest ye belittle so remarkable a
token of His grace. Abandon not the
incorruptible benefits, and be not content with
that which perisheth. Lift up the veil that
obscureth your vision, and dispel the darkness
with which it is enveloped, that ye may gaze on
the naked beauty of the Beloved's face, may
behold that which no eye hath beheld, and hear
that which no ear hath heard.

Baha'w’llah, Days of Remembrance / Ridvan: 21

11. Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the Rose
Garden of changeless splendor a Flower hath
begun to bloom, compared to which every other
flower is but a thorn, and before the brightness
of Whose glory the very essence of beauty must
pale and wither. Arise, therefore, and, with the
whole enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the
eagerness of your souls, the full fervor of your
will, and the concentrated efforts of your entire
being, strive to attain the paradise of His
presence, and endeavor to inhale the fragrance
of the incorruptible Flower, to breathe the sweet
savors of holiness, and to obtain a portion of
this perfume of celestial glory. Whoso followeth
this counsel will break his chains asunder, will
taste the abandonment of enraptured love, will
attain unto his heart's desire, and will surrender
his soul into the hands of his Beloved. Bursting
through his cage, he will, even as the bird of the
spirit, wing his flight to his holy and everlasting
nest.

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahd'u'llah: CLI

Personal Prayers

Reflections on the Text

Discussion

Reflections:

¢ What is the significance of the advent of
twin manifestations?

¢ What have been some insights, changes,
artistic expressions, and other learning
over the six years since the 200t
Anniversary of the Birth of Baha’ullah
in 2017?



