
The All-Knowing Physician 
The All-Knowing Physician hath His finger on the pulse of mankind. 

He perceiveth the disease, and prescribeth, in His unerring wisdom, the remedy. 
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1. Praise be to the all-perceiving, the ever-
abiding Lord Who, from a dewdrop out of the 
ocean of His grace, hath reared the firmament 
of existence, adorned it with the stars of 
knowledge, and admitted man into the lofty 
court of insight and understanding. This 
dewdrop, which is the Primal Word of God, is 
at times called the Water of Life, inasmuch as it 
quickeneth with the waters of knowledge them 
that have perished in the wilderness of 
ignorance. Again it is called the Primal Light, a 
light born of the Sun of divine knowledge, 
through whose effulgence the first stirrings of 
existence were made plain and manifest. Such 
manifestations are the expressions of the grace 
of Him Who is the Peerless, the All-Wise. He it 
is who knoweth and bestoweth all.  He it is who 
transcendeth all that hath been said or heard. 
His knowledge will remain forever above the 
grasp of human vision and understanding and 
beyond the reach of human words and deeds. 
To the truth of this utterance existence itself 
and all that hath appeared therefrom bear 
eloquent testimony. 
 
2.  It is clear and evident, therefore, that the 
first bestowal of God is the Word, and its 
discoverer and recipient is the power of 
understanding. This Word is the foremost 
instructor in the school of existence and the 
revealer of Him Who is the Almighty. All that is 
seen is visible only through the light of its 
wisdom. All that is manifest is but a token of its 
knowledge. All names are but its name, and the 
beginning and end of all matters must needs 
depend upon it. 
 
3.  As to thy question concerning the heavenly 
Scriptures: The All-Knowing Physician hath 
His finger on the pulse of mankind. He 

perceiveth the disease, and prescribeth, in His 
unerring wisdom, the remedy. Every age hath 
its own problem, and every soul its particular 
aspiration. The remedy the world needeth in its 
present-day afflictions can never be the same 
as that which a subsequent age may require. Be 
anxiously concerned with the needs of the age 
ye live in, and centre your deliberations on its 
exigencies and requirements.  
 
4. We can well perceive how the whole human 
race is encompassed with great, with 
incalculable afflictions. We see it languishing 
on its bed of sickness, sore-tried and 
disillusioned. They that are intoxicated by self-
conceit have interposed themselves between it 
and the Divine and infallible Physician. 
Witness how they have entangled all men, 
themselves included, in the mesh of their 
devices. They can neither discover the cause of 
the disease, nor have they any knowledge of the 
remedy. They have conceived the straight to be 
crooked, and have imagined their friend an 
enemy. 
 
5.  The first utterance of Him Who is the All-
Wise is this: O children of dust! Turn your faces 
from the darkness of estrangement to the 
effulgent light of the daystar of unity. This is 
that which above all else will benefit the 
peoples of the earth. O friend! Upon the tree of 
utterance there hath never been, nor shall there 
ever be, a fairer leaf, and beneath the ocean of 
knowledge no pearl more wondrous can ever be 
found.  
 
6.  O children of understanding! If the eyelid, 
however delicate, can deprive man’s outer eye 
from beholding the world and all that is 
therein, consider then what would be wrought 
if the veil of covetousness were to descend 
upon his inner eye. Say: O people! The 
darkness of greed and envy becloudeth the 
radiance of the soul even as the clouds obstruct 
the light of the sun. Should anyone hearken 
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unto this utterance with a discerning ear, he 
will unfurl the wings of detachment and soar 
effortlessly in the atmosphere of true 
understanding.  
 
7.  O people! Words must be supported by 
deeds, for deeds are the true test of words. 
Without the former, the latter can never 
quench the thirst of the yearning soul, nor 
unlock the portals of vision before the eyes of 
the blind. The Lord of celestial wisdom saith: A 
harsh word is even as a sword thrust; a gentle 
word as milk. The latter leadeth the children of 
men unto knowledge and conferreth upon 
them true distinction.  
 
The Tongue of Wisdom proclaimeth: He that 
hath Me not is bereft of all things. Turn ye 
away from all that is on earth and seek none 
else but Me. I am the Sun of Wisdom and the 
Ocean of Knowledge. I cheer the faint and 
revive the dead. I am the guiding Light that 
illumineth the way. I am the royal Falcon on 
the arm of the Almighty. I unfold the drooping 
wings of every broken bird and start it on its 
flight.  
 
8.  The incomparable Friend saith: The path to 
freedom hath been outstretched; hasten ye 
thereunto. The wellspring of wisdom is 
overflowing; quaff ye therefrom. Say: O well-
beloved ones! The tabernacle of unity hath 
been raised; regard ye not one another as 
strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the 
leaves of one branch. Verily I say, whatsoever 
leadeth to the decline of ignorance and the 
increase of knowledge hath been, and will ever 
remain, approved in the sight of the Lord of 
creation. Say: O people! Walk ye neath the 
shadow of justice and truthfulness and seek ye 
shelter within the tabernacle of unity.  
 
Say: O ye that have eyes to see! The past is the 
mirror of the future. Gaze ye therein and be 
apprised thereof; perchance ye may be aided 
thereby to recognize the Friend…. In this day 
the choicest fruit of the tree of knowledge is 
that which serveth the welfare of humanity and 
safeguardeth its interests. 
 

9.  O friend! As hearing ears are scarce to find, 
the pen hath for some time remained silent in 
its quarters. In truth, matters have come to 
such a pass that silence hath taken precedence 
over utterance and hath come to be regarded as 
preferable. Say: O people! These words are 
being uttered in due measure, that the newly 
born may thrive and the tender shoot flourish. 
Milk should be given in suitable proportion, 
that the children of the world may attain to the 
station of maturity and abide in the court of 
oneness.  
 
O friend! We came upon a pure soil and sowed 
therein the seeds of true understanding. Let it 
now be seen what the rays of the sun will do—
whether they will cause these seeds to wither or 
to grow. Say: Through the ascendancy of God, 
the All-Knowing, the Incomparable, the 
Luminary of divine understanding hath, in this 
day, risen from behind the veil of the spirit, and 
the birds of every meadow are intoxicated with 
the wine of knowledge and exhilarated with the 
remembrance of the Friend. Well is it with 
them that discover and hasten unto Him! 
 
10.  The Prophets of God should be regarded as 
physicians whose task is to foster the well-
being of the world and its peoples, that, 
through the spirit of oneness, they may heal the 
sickness of a divided humanity. To none is 
given the right to question their words or 
disparage their conduct, for they are the only 
ones who can claim to have understood the 
patient and to have correctly diagnosed its 
ailments. No man, however acute his 
perception, can ever hope to reach the heights 
which the wisdom and understanding of the 
Divine Physician have attained. Little wonder, 
then, if the treatment prescribed by the 
physician in this day should not be found to be 
identical with that which he prescribed before. 
How could it be otherwise when the ills 
affecting the sufferer necessitate at every stage 
of his sickness a special remedy? In like 
manner, every time the Prophets of God have 
illumined the world with the resplendent 
radiance of the Day Star of Divine knowledge, 
they have invariably summoned its peoples to 
embrace the light of God through such means 
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as best befitted the exigencies of the age in 
which they appeared. They were thus able to 
scatter the darkness of ignorance, and to shed 
upon the world the glory of their own 
knowledge. It is towards the inmost essence of 
these Prophets, therefore, that the eye of every 
man of discernment must be directed, 
inasmuch as their one and only purpose hath 
always been to guide the erring, and give peace 
to the afflicted.... These are not days of 
prosperity and triumph. The whole of mankind 
is in the grip of manifold ills. Strive, therefore, 
to save its life through the wholesome medicine 
which the almighty hand of the unerring 
Physician hath prepared. 
 
11.  And now concerning thy question 
regarding the nature of religion. Know thou 
that they who are truly wise have likened the 
world unto the human temple. As the body of 
man needeth a garment to clothe it, so the body 
of mankind must needs be adorned with the 
mantle of justice and wisdom. Its robe is the 
Revelation vouchsafed unto it by God. 
Whenever this robe hath fulfilled its purpose, 
the Almighty will assuredly renew it. For every 
age requireth a fresh measure of the light of 
God. Every Divine Revelation hath been sent 
down in a manner that befitted the 
circumstances of the age in which it hath 
appeared. 
 
As to thy question regarding the sayings of the 
leaders of past religions. Every wise and 
praiseworthy man will no doubt eschew such 
vain and profitless talk. The incomparable 
Creator hath created all men from one same 
substance, and hath exalted their reality above 
the rest of His creatures. Success or failure, 
gain or loss, must, therefore, depend upon 
man's own exertions. The more he striveth, the 
greater will be his progress. We fain would 
hope that the vernal showers of the bounty of 
God may cause the flowers of true 
understanding to spring from the soil of men's 
hearts, and may wash them from all earthly 
defilements. 
 
12.  O Thou merciful God! O Thou Who art 
mighty and powerful! O Thou most kind 

Father! These servants have gathered together, 
turning to Thee, supplicating Thy threshold, 
desiring Thine endless bounties from Thy great 
assurance. They have no purpose save Thy 
good pleasure. They have no intention save 
service to the world of humanity. 
O God! Make this assemblage radiant. Make 
the hearts merciful. Confer the bounties of the 
Holy Spirit. Endow them with a power from 
heaven. Bless them with heavenly minds. 
Increase their sincerity, so that with all 
humility and contrition they may turn to Thy 
kingdom and be occupied with service to the 
world of humanity. May each one become a 
radiant candle. May each one become a 
brilliant star. May each one become beautiful 
in color and redolent of fragrance in the 
kingdom of God. 
 
O kind Father! Confer Thy blessings. Consider 
not our shortcomings. Shelter us under Thy 
protection. Remember not our sins. Heal us 
with Thy mercy. We are sick; Thou art mighty. 
We are poor; Thou art rich. We are sick; Thou 
art the Physician. We are needy; Thou art most 
generous. 
 
O God! Endow us with Thy providence. Thou 
art the Powerful. Thou art the Giver. Thou art 
the Beneficent.     
    - 'Abdu'l-Bahá 
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Whatever form a person’s service takes, it 
emerges from the unique interaction between, 
on the one hand, the needs of the Faith and, on 
the other, the possibilities afforded by the 
circumstances of each individual and the 
sacrifices that he or she chooses to make. 
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