RESPONSIBILITY 10O INVESTIGATE REALITY

It is the duty of everyone to investigate reality, and investigation of
Reality by another will not do for us.
‘Abdu’l-Baha

1.The first is the Valley of Search. The steed
of this valley is patience; without patience
the wayfarer on this journey will reach
nowhere and attain no goal. Nor should he
ever become downhearted: If he strive for a
hundred thousand years and yet fail to
behold the beauty of the Friend, he should
not falter. ...In their search, they have
stoutly girded up the loins of service and at
every moment journey from the plane of
heedlessness into the realm of search. No
bond shall hold them back and no counsel
deter them.

It is incumbent upon these servants to
cleanse the heart, which is the wellspring of
divine treasures, of every marking; turn
away from imitation, which is following the
traces of their forefathers; and shut the
door of friendship and enmity upon all the

people of the earth.
Bah&’u’llah, The Call of the Divine Beloved, The
Seven Valleys, The Valley of Search

2, The true seeker hunteth naught but the
object of his quest, and the sincere lover
hath no desire save reunion with his
beloved. Nor shall the seeker reach his goal
unless he sacrifice all things. That is,
whatever he hath seen, and heard, and
understood ... Labour is needed, if we are
to seek Him; ardour is needed, if we are to
drink the nectar of reunion with Him; and if
we taste of this cup, we shall cast away the
world.

On this journey the wayfarer dwelleth in
every abode, however humble, and resideth
in every land. In every face he seeketh the

beauty of the Friend; in every region he
searcheth after the Beloved. He joineth
every company and seeketh fellowship with
every soul, that haply in some heart he may
discern the secret of the Beloved, or in some

face behold the beauty of the Adored One.
Baha’'wllah, The Call of the Divine Beloved, The
Seven Valleys, The Valley of Search

3.‘Abdu’l-Baha Speaks: Excerpts
from a Talk on 29 August 1912

In the Books of the Prophets certain glad
tidings are recorded which are absolutely
true and free from doubt. The East has ever
been the dawning point of the Sun of
Reality. All the Prophets of God have
appeared there. The religions of God have
been promulgated, the teachings of God
have been spread and the law of God
founded in the East. The Orient has always
been the center of lights. The West has
acquired illumination from the East, but in
some respects the reflection of the light has
been greater in the Occident. This is
especially true of Christianity. Christ
appeared in Palestine, and His teachings
were founded there. Although the doors of
the Kingdom were opened in that country
and the bestowals of Divinity were spread
broadcast from its center, the people of the
West have embraced and promulgated
Christianity more fully than those in the
East. The Sun of Reality shone forth from
the horizon of the East, but its heat and ray
are most resplendent in the West, where the
radiant standard of Christ has been
upraised. I have great hopes that the lights
of Baha’uw’llah’s appearance may also find
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the fullest manifestation and reflection in
these western regions, for the teachings of
Baha&’u’llah are especially applicable to the
conditions of the people here. The western
nations are endowed with the capability of
understanding the rational and peerless
words of Bah&’u’llah and realizing that the
essence of the teachings of all the former
Prophets can be found in His utterance.

4.The teachings of Christ have been
promulgated by Baha'u'llah, Who has also
revealed new teachings applicable to
present conditions in the world of
humanity. He has trained the people of the
East through the power and protection of
the Holy Spirit, cemented the souls of
humanity together and established the
foundations of international unity.
...Consider the animosity and hatred
existing today between the various nations
of the world. What disagreements and
hostilities arise, what warfare and
contention, how much bloodshed, what
injustice and tyranny! ... Therefore, these
warring, raging nations have arisen against
Divinity, imagining they are serving God.
What gross ignorance this is! What
injustice, blindness and lack of realization!
Briefly, we must strive with heart and soul
in order that this darkness of the contingent
world may be dispelled, that the lights of
the Kingdom shall shine upon all the
horizons, the world of humanity become
illumined, the image of God become
apparent in human mirrors, the law of God
be well established and that all regions of
the world shall enjoy peace, comfort and
composure beneath the equitable protection
of God.

5. My admonition and exhortation to you is
this: Be kind to all people, love humanity,

consider all mankind as your relations and
servants of the most high God. Strive day
and night that animosity and contention
may pass away from the hearts of men, that
all religions shall become reconciled and the
nations love each other so that no racial,
religious or political prejudice may remain
and the world of humanity behold God as
the beginning and end of all existence. God
has created all, and all return to God.
Therefore, love humanity with all your heart
and soul. If you meet a poor man, assist
him; if you see the sick, heal him; reassure
the affrighted one, render the cowardly
noble and courageous, educate the
ignorant, associate with the stranger.
Emulate God. Consider how kindly, how
lovingly He deals with all, and follow His
example. You must treat people in
accordance with the divine precepts—in
other words, treat them as kindly as God
treats them, for this is the greatest
attainment possible for the world of
humanity.

6. ... God has not intended man to imitate
blindly his fathers and ancestors. He has
endowed him with mind, or the faculty of
reasoning, by the exercise of which he is to
investigate and discover the truth, and that
which he finds real and true he must accept.
He must not be an imitator or blind
follower of any soul. He must not rely
implicitly upon the opinion of any man
without investigation; nay, each soul must
seek intelligently and independently,
arriving at a real conclusion and bound only
by that reality. The greatest cause of
bereavement and disheartening in the
world of humanity is ignorance based upon
blind imitation. It is due to this that wars
and battles prevail; from this cause hatred
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and animosity arise continually among
mankind.

7. God has given man the eye of
investigation by which he may see and
recognize truth. He has endowed man with
ears that he may hear the message of reality
and conferred upon him the gift of reason
by which he may discover things for
himself. This is his endowment and
equipment for the investigation of reality.
Man is not intended to see through the eyes
of another, hear through another’s ears nor
comprehend with another’s brain. Each
human creature has individual endowment,
power and responsibility in the creative
plan of God. Therefore, depend upon your
own reason and judgment and adhere to the
outcome of your own investigation;
otherwise, you will be utterly submerged in
the sea of ignorance and deprived of all the
bounties of God. Turn to God, supplicate
humbly at His threshold, seeking assistance
and confirmation, that God may rend
asunder the veils that obscure your vision.
Then will your eyes be filled with
illumination, face to face you will behold the
reality of God and your heart become
completely purified from the dross of
ignorance, reflecting the glories and
bounties of the Kingdom.

8. Holy souls are like soil which has been
plowed and tilled with much earnest labor,
the thorns and thistles cast aside and all
weeds uprooted. Such soil is most fruitful,
and the harvest from it will prove full and
plenteous. In this same way man must free
himself from the weeds of ignorance, thorns
of superstitions and thistles of imitations
that he may discover reality in the harvests
of true knowledge. Otherwise, the discovery

of reality is impossible, contention and
divergence of religious belief will always
remain, and mankind, like ferocious wolves,
will rage and attack each other in hatred
and antagonism. We supplicate God that He
may destroy the veils which limit our vision
and that these becloudings, which darken
the way of the manifestation of the shining
lights, may be dispelled in order that the
effulgent Sun of Reality may shine forth. We
implore and invoke God, seeking His
assistance and confirmation. Man is a child
of God, most noble, lofty and beloved by
God, his Creator. Therefore, he must ever
strive that the divine bounties and virtues
bestowed upon him may prevail and control
him. Just now the soil of human hearts
seems like black earth, but in the innermost
substance of this dark soil there are
thousands of fragrant flowers latent. We
must endeavor to cultivate and awaken
these potentialities, discover the secret
treasure in this very mine and depository of
God, bring forth these resplendent powers
long hidden in human hearts. Then will the
glories of both worlds be blended and
increased and the quintessence of human
existence be made manifest.

9. We must not be content with simply
following a certain course because we find
our fathers pursued that course. It is the
duty of everyone to investigate reality, and
investigation of reality by another will not
do for us. If all in the world were rich and
one man poor, of what use are these riches
to that man? If all the world be virtuous and
a man steeped in vice, what good results are
forthcoming from him? If all the world be
resplendent and a man blind, where are his
benefits? If all the world be in plenty and a
man hungry, what sustenance does he
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derive? Therefore, every man must be an
investigator for himself. Ideas and beliefs
left by his fathers and ancestors as a
heritage will not suffice, for adherence to
these are but imitations, and imitations
have ever been a cause of disappointment
and misguidance. Be investigators of reality
that you may attain the verity of truth and
life.

10. Suffer me, O my God, to draw nigh unto
Thee, and to abide within the precincts of
Thy court, for remoteness from Thee hath
well-nigh consumed me. Cause me to rest
under the shadow of the wings of Thy grace,
for the flame of my separation from Thee
hath melted my heart within me. Draw me
nearer unto the river that is life indeed, for
my soul burneth with thirst in its ceaseless
search after Thee. My sighs, O my God,
proclaim the bitterness of mine anguish,
and the tears I shed attest my love for Thee.

I beseech Thee, by the praise wherewith
Thou praisest Thyself and the glory
wherewith Thou glorifiest Thine own
Essence, to grant that we may be numbered
among them that have recognized Thee and
acknowledged Thy sovereignty in Thy days.
Help us then to quaff, O my God, from the
fingers of mercy the living waters of Thy
loving-kindness, that we may utterly forget
all else except Thee, and be occupied only
with Thy Self. Powerful art Thou to do what
Thou willest. No God is there beside Thee,
the Mighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting.

Glorified be Thy name, O Thou Who art
the King of all Kings!

--Bah&’u’llah

Your personal prayers

Reflection on the Text

1. What 3 requirements are incumbent on
the seeker to investigate truth? (#1)

2. What does "sacrifice all things" mean
when searching reality? (#2)

3. What are some of the glad tidings
recorded in all the Books of the Prophets?

(#3)

4. What is the primary cause of the
animosity and hatred existing today
between the various nations of the world?

(#4)

5. How can we treat people as God treats
them? (#5)

6. What is the greatest cause of
bereavement and disheartening in the
world of humanity? (#6)

7. What has man been endowed with to
investigate reality? (#7)

8. What do the metaphors "weeds",
"thorns", and "thistles" represent? (#8)

Discussion:

1. Give examples of blind imitation.

2. Give examples of legitimate
imitation.



