Mystery of God
He is...the “Mystery of God”—an expression by which

Bahd’u’llah Himself has chosen to designate Him...
~Shoghi Effendi

1. Although the Realm of Glory hath none of the
vanities of the world, yet within the treasury of
trust and resignation We have bequeathed to
Our heirs an excellent and priceless Heritage.
Earthly treasures We have not bequeathed, nor
have We added such cares as they entail. By
God! In earthly riches fear is hidden and peril is
concealed. Consider ye and call to mind that
which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur’an: “Woe betide every slanderer and
defamer, him that layeth up riches and counteth
them.” [ouran 1041-2] Fleeting are the riches of the
world; all that perisheth and changeth is not,
and hath never been, worthy of attention,
except to a recognized measure.

2. The aim of this Wronged One in sustaining
woes and tribulations, in revealing the Holy
Verses and in demonstrating proofs hath been
naught but to quench the flame of hate and
enmity, that the horizon of the hearts of men
may be illumined with the light of concord and
attain real peace and tranquillity. From the
dawning-place of the divine Tablet the day-star
of this utterance shineth resplendent, and it
behoveth everyone to fix his gaze upon it: We
exhort you, O peoples of the world, to observe
that which will elevate your station. Hold fast to
the fear of God and firmly adhere to what is
right. Verily I say, the tongue is for mentioning
what is good; defile it not with unseemly talk.
God hath forgiven what is past. Henceforward
everyone should utter that which is meet and
seemly, and should refrain from slander, abuse
and whatever causeth sadness in men. Lofty is
the station of man! Not long ago this exalted
Word streamed forth from the treasury of Our
Pen of Glory: Great and blessed is this Day—the
Day in which all that lay latent in man hath
been and will be made manifest. Lofty is the
station of man, were he to hold fast to
righteousness and truth and to remain firm and
steadfast in the Cause. In the eyes of the All-

Merciful a true man appeareth even as a
firmament; its sun and moon are his sight and
hearing, and his shining and resplendent
character its stars. His is the loftiest station, and
his influence educateth the world of being.

3. Every receptive soul who hath in this Day
inhaled the fragrance of His garment and hath,
with a pure heart, set his face towards the all-
glorious Horizon is reckoned among the people
of Bah4 in the Crimson Book. Grasp ye, in My
Name, the chalice of My loving-kindness; drink
then your fill in My glorious and wondrous
remembrance.

O ye that dwell on earth! The religion of God
is for love and unity; make it not the cause of
enmity or dissension. In the eyes of men of
insight and the beholders of the Most Sublime
Vision, whatsoever are the effective means for
safeguarding and promoting the happiness and
welfare of the children of men have already
been revealed by the Pen of Glory. But the
foolish ones of the earth, being nurtured in evil
passions and desires, have remained heedless of
the consummate wisdom of Him Who is, in
truth, the All-Wise, while their words and deeds
are prompted by idle fancies and vain
imaginings.

4. O ye the loved ones and the trustees of God!
Kings are the manifestations of the power, and
the daysprings of the might and riches, of God.
Pray ye on their behalf. He hath invested them
with the rulership of the earth and hath singled
out the hearts of men as His Own domain.

Conflict and contention are categorically
forbidden in His Book. This is a decree of God
in this Most Great Revelation. It is divinely
preserved from annulment and is invested by
Him with the splendour of His confirmation.
Verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

It is incumbent upon everyone to aid those
daysprings of authority and sources of
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command who are adorned with the ornament
of equity and justice. Blessed are the rulers and
the learned among the people of Baha. They are
My trustees among My servants and the
manifestations of My commandments amidst
My people. Upon them rest My glory, My
blessings and My grace which have pervaded
the world of being. In this connection the
utterances revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas are
such that from the horizon of their words the
light of divine grace shineth luminous and
resplendent.

5. The Will of the divine Testator is this: It is
incumbent upon the Aghsan™ the Afnan™ and
My kindred to turn, one and all, their faces
towards the Most Mighty Branch. Consider that
which We have revealed in Our Most Holy
Book: “When the ocean of My presence hath
ebbed and the Book of My Revelation is ended,
turn your faces towards Him Whom God hath
purposed, Who hath branched from this
Ancient Root.” The object of this sacred verse is
none except the Most Mighty Branch
[‘Abdu’l-Bah4]. Thus have We graciously
revealed unto you Our potent Will, and I am
verily the Gracious, the All-Bountiful. Verily
God hath ordained the station of the Greater
Branch [Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali] to be beneath
that of the Most Great Branch [‘Abdu’l-Baha].
He is in truth the Ordainer, the All-Wise. We
have chosen “the Greater” after “the Most
Great”, as decreed by Him Who is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. ...

...That which is conducive to the regeneration of
the world and the salvation of the peoples and
kindreds of the earth hath been sent down from
the heaven of the utterance of Him Who is the
Desire of the world. Give ye a hearing ear to the
counsels of the Pen of Glory. Better is this for
you than all that is on the earth. Unto this
beareth witness My glorious and wondrous
Book.

Tablets of Bahdw'llah / 15. Kitab-i-‘Ahd

(Book of the Covenant)

*Aghsan (Branches) a term is used by Bahaullah to
designate His male descendants.
**Afnan (Twigs) refers to maternal relatives of the Bab

6. I say unto thee the truth, that I am with you
in spirit and in heart, that I rejoice by your joy
and am happy by your happiness; and hear with
the ear of the spirit your calling and scent with
the spiritual nostrils the fragrances of your
garden.

Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Baha Abbas (Chicago: Baha’i

Publishing Committee, 1930), vol. 1, p. 8.

Verily, I implore God to gaze upon you with the
eyes of His mercy, to raise you through a
godlike power, to move you by the breezes of
His glory, to make you fluent in irrefutable and
divine proofs and arguments, to sever you from
the world and all therein, to purify the sanctify
you from every material grade, and enable you
to diffuse the bounties of the Divine Worlds.

Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd Abbas (Chicago: Baha’i
Publishing Committee, 1930), vol. 1, p. 31.

7. At all times do I speak of you and call you to
mind. I pray unto the Lord, and with tears I
implore Him to rain down all these blessings
upon you, and gladden your hearts, and make
blissful your souls, and grant you exceeding joy
and heavenly delights....

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l Baha: 17.

Ye live, all of you, within the heart of ‘Abdu’l
Baha4, and with every breath do I turn my face
toward the Threshold of Oneness and call down
blessings upon you, each and all.

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l Baha: 162.

O ye who have turned your faces toward the
Exalted Beauty! By night, by day, at
morningtide and sunset, when darkness
draweth on, and at early light I remember, and
ever have remembered, in the realms of my
mind and heart, the loved ones of the Lord.
Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l Baha: 207.

8. My name is ‘Abdu’l Baha. My qualification is
‘Abdu’l Baha. My reality is ‘Abdu’l Baha. My
praise is ‘Abdu’l Baha. Thraldom to the Blessed
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Perfection is my glorious and refulgent diadem,
and servitude to all the human race my
perpetual religion... No name, no title, no
mention, no commendation have I, nor will ever
have, except ‘Abdu’l Baha. This is my longing.
This is my greatest yearning. This is my eternal
life. This is my everlasting glory.
Abdu’l Bahj, cited by Shoghi Effendi in
The World Order of Bahd’u’llGh / The Dispensation
of Bah&’u’llah

9. An attempt I strongly feel should now be
made to clarify our minds regarding the station
occupied by ‘Abdu’l Baha and the significance of
His position in this holy Dispensation. It would
be indeed difficult for us, who stand so close to
such a tremendous figure and are drawn by the
mysterious power of so magnetic a personality,
to obtain a clear and exact understanding of the
role and character of One Who, not only in the
Dispensation of Bah&’wllah but in the entire
field of religious history, fulfills a unique
function. Though moving in a sphere of His own
and holding a rank radically different from that
of the Author and the Forerunner of the Baha’i
Revelation, He, by virtue of the station ordained
for Him through the Covenant of Baha'u’llah,
forms together with them what may be termed
the Three Central Figures of a Faith that stands
unapproached in the world’s spiritual history.

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahau’llah /
The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah

10. He is, and should for all time be regarded,
first and foremost, as the Center and Pivot of
Baha'u’llah’s peerless and all-enfolding
Covenant, His most exalted handiwork, the
stainless Mirror of His light, the perfect
Exemplar of His teachings, the unerring
Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of
every Baha’i ideal, the incarnation of every
Baha’i virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung
from the Ancient Root, the Limb of the Law of
God, the Being “round Whom all names
revolve,” the Mainspring of the Oneness of
Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great Peace,
the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy

Dispensation—styles and titles that are implicit
and find their truest, their highest and fairest
expression in the magic name ‘Abdu’l Baha. He
is, above and beyond these appellations, the
“Mystery of God”—an expression by which
Baha’w’llah Himself has chosen to designate
Him, and which, while it does not by any means
justify us to assign to Him the station of
Prophethood, indicates how in the person of
‘Abdu’l Baha the incompatible characteristics of
a human nature and superhuman knowledge
and perfection have been blended and are
completely harmonized.

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha'wll4h /

The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah

11. O my Lord and my Hope! Help Thou Thy
loved ones to be steadfast in Thy mighty
Covenant, to remain faithful to Thy manifest
Cause, and to carry out the commandments
Thou didst set down for them in Thy Book of
Splendors; that they may become banners of
guidance and lamps of the Company above,
wellsprings of Thine infinite wisdom, and stars
that lead aright, as they shine down from the
supernal sky.

Verily, art Thou the Invincible, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

—Abdu’l Baha

Personal Prayers

Reflections on the Text

Discussion

¢  Who are the Three Central Figures?

e To Whom did the believers turn after
the passing of Baha'ullah’s? After
‘Abdu’l-Baha? After Shoghi Effendi?



