
 

 

LIFE AND DEATH 
 Sorrow not if, in these days and on this earthly plane, things contrary to your wishes… 

for days of blissful joy, of heavenly delight, are assuredly in store for you.    ~ Bahá'u'lláh 
 

  

 

#1
What is True Life?  
 
And now concerning thy question regarding the 
soul of man and its survival after death. Know 
thou of a truth that the soul, after its separation 
from the body, will continue to progress until it 
attaineth the presence of God, in a state and 
condition which neither the revolution of ages 
and centuries, nor the changes and chances of 
this world, can alter.  It will endure as long as 
the Kingdom of God, His sovereignty, His 
dominion and power will endure.  It will 
manifest the signs of God and His attributes, 
and will reveal His loving-kindness and bounty.   
 
#2 
The movement of My Pen is stilled when it 
attempteth to befittingly describe the loftiness 
and glory of so exalted a station.  The honor 
with which the Hand of Mercy will invest the 
soul is such as no tongue can adequately reveal, 
nor any other earthly agency describe.  Blessed 
is the soul which, at the hour of its separation 
from the body, is sanctified from the vain 
imaginings of the peoples of the world.  Such a 
soul liveth and moveth in accordance with the 
Will of its Creator, and entereth the all-highest 
Paradise. The Maids of Heaven, inmates of the 
loftiest mansions, will circle around it, and the 
Prophets of God and His chosen ones will seek 
its companionship.  With them that soul will 
freely converse, and will recount unto them that 
which it hath been made to endure in the path 
of God, the Lord of all worlds.  If any man be 
told that which hath been ordained for such a 
soul in the worlds of God, the Lord of the throne 
on high and of earth below, his whole being will 
instantly blaze out in his great longing to attain 
that most exalted, that sanctified and 
resplendent station....  

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh: LXXXI. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#3 
What is the purpose of life?  
 
In the beginning of his human life man was 
embryonic in the world of the matrix.  There he 
received capacity and endowment for the reality 
of human existence.  The forces and powers 
necessary for this world were bestowed upon 
him in that limited condition. In this world he 
needed eyes; he received them potentially in the 
other.  He needed ears; he obtained them there 
in readiness and preparation for his new 
existence.  The powers requisite in this world 
were conferred upon him in the world of the 
matrix so that when he entered this realm of 
real existence he not only possessed all 
necessary functions and powers but found 
provision for his material sustenance awaiting 
him.  
 
#4 
Therefore, in this world he must prepare 
himself for the life beyond. That which he needs 
in the world of the Kingdom must be obtained 
here.  Just as he prepared himself in the world 
of the matrix by acquiring forces necessary in 
this sphere of existence, so, likewise, the 
indispensable forces of the divine existence 
must be potentially attained in this world.  
 
What is he in need of in the Kingdom which 
transcends the life and limitation of this mortal 
sphere?  That world beyond is a world of 
sanctity and radiance; therefore, it is necessary 
that in this world he should acquire these divine 
attributes.  In that world there is need of 
spirituality, faith, assurance, the knowledge and 
love of God. These he must attain in this world 
so that after his ascension from the earthly to 
the heavenly Kingdom he shall find all that is 
needful in that eternal life ready for him.  
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace / Talks in 

New York, 1-15 July 1912: 81. 
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#5 
What is the Nature of the Soul? 
 
Thou hast asked Me concerning the nature of 
the soul.  Know, verily, that the soul is a sign of 
God, a heavenly gem whose reality the most 
learned of men hath failed to grasp, and whose 
mystery no mind, however acute, can ever hope 
to unravel.  It is the first among all created 
things to declare the excellence of its Creator, 
the first to recognize His glory, to cleave to His 
truth, and to bow down in adoration before 
Him.  If it be faithful to God, it will reflect His 
light, and will, eventually, return unto Him.  If 
it fail, however, in its allegiance to its Creator, it 
will become a victim to self and passion, and 
will, in the end, sink in their depths.  
 
#6 
Whoso hath, in this Day, refused to allow the 
doubts and fancies of men to turn him away 
from Him Who is the Eternal Truth, and hath 
not suffered the tumult provoked by the 
ecclesiastical and secular authorities to deter 
him from recognizing His Message, such a man 
will be regarded by God, the Lord of all men, as 
one of His mighty signs, and will be numbered 
among them whose names have been inscribed 
by the Pen of the Most High in His Book.  
Blessed is he that hath recognized the true 
stature of such a soul, that hath acknowledged 
its station, and discovered its virtues.  

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh: LXXXII. 
 

#7 
O My servants!  Could ye apprehend with what 
wonders of My munificence and bounty I have 
willed to entrust your souls, ye would, of a 
truth, rid yourselves of attachment to all created 
things, and would gain a true knowledge of your 
own selves - a knowledge which is the same as 
the comprehension of Mine own Being.  Ye 
would find yourselves independent of all else 
but Me, and would perceive, with your inner 
and outer eye, and as manifest as the revelation 
of My effulgent Name, the seas of My loving-
kindness and bounty moving within you.  Suffer 
not your idle fancies, your evil passions, your 
insincerity and blindness of heart to dim the 
luster, or stain the sanctity, of so lofty a station.   

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh: CLIII. 

 

#8 
Having created the world and all that liveth and 
moveth therein, He, through the direct 
operation of His unconstrained and sovereign 
Will, chose to confer upon man the unique 
distinction and capacity to know Him and to 
love Him - a capacity that must needs be 
regarded as the generating impulse and the 
primary purpose underlying the whole of 
creation.... Upon the inmost reality of each and 
every created thing He hath shed the light of 
one of His names, and made it a recipient of the 
glory of one of His attributes.  Upon the reality 
of man, however, He hath focused the radiance 
of all of His names and attributes, and made it a 
mirror of His own Self.  Alone of all created 
things man hath been singled out for so great a 
favor, so enduring a bounty. 

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh: XXVII. 
 

 
#9 
The Soul after Death   
 
As to the question whether the souls will 
recognize each other in the spiritual world:  
This fact is certain; for the Kingdom is the 
world of vision where all the concealed realities 
will become disclosed.  How much more the 
well-known souls will become manifest. 
 
The mysteries of which man is heedless in this 
earthly world, those he will discover in the 
heavenly world, and there will he be informed 
of the secret of truth; how much more will he 
recognize or discover persons with whom he 
hath been associated. Undoubtedly, the holy 
souls who find a pure eye and are favored with 
insight will, in the kingdom of lights, be 
acquainted with all mysteries, and will seek the 
bounty of witnessing the reality of every great 
soul.  Even they will manifestly behold the 
Beauty of God in that world.  Likewise will they 
find all the friends of God, both those of the 
former and recent times, present in the 
heavenly assemblage. 

 ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá'í World Faith, p. 367# 
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#10 

O My servants! Sorrow not if, in these days and 
on this earthly plane, things contrary to your 
wishes have been ordained and manifested by 
God, for days of blissful joy, of heavenly delight, 
are assuredly in store for you. Worlds, holy and 
spiritually glorious, will be unveiled to your 
eyes. You are destined by Him, in this world 
and hereafter, to partake of their benefits, to 
share in their joys, and to obtain a portion of 
their sustaining grace. To each and every one of 
them you will, no doubt, attain. 

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh: CLIII 
 

#11 
O My Lord, the poor one hath verily hastened 
unto the Kingdom of Thy wealth, the stranger 
unto his home within Thy precincts, he that is 
sore athirst to the heavenly river of Thy bounty. 
Deprive him not, O Lord, from his share of the 
banquet of Thy grace and from the favor of Thy 
bounty. Thou art in truth the Almighty, the 
Gracious, the All-Bountiful. 
 
O my God, Thy Trust hath been returned unto 
Thee. It behooveth Thy grace and Thy bounty 
that have compassed Thy dominions on earth 
and in heaven, to vouchsafe unto Thy newly 
welcomed one Thy gifts and Thy bestowals, and 
the fruits of the tree of Thy grace! Powerful art 
Thou to do as Thou willest, there is none other 
God but Thee, the Gracious, the Most Bountiful, 
the Compassionate, the Bestower, the Pardoner, 
the Precious, the All-Knowing. 
 
I testify, O my Lord, that Thou hast enjoined 
upon men to honor their guest, and he that hath 
ascended unto Thee hath verily reached Thee 
and attained Thy Presence. Deal with him then 
according to Thy grace and bounty! By Thy 
glory, I know of a certainty that Thou wilt not 
withhold Thyself from that which Thou hast 
commanded Thy servants, nor wilt Thou 
deprive him that hath clung to the cord of Thy 
bounty and hath ascended to the Dayspring of 
Thy wealth. 
 
There is none other God but Thee, the One, the 
Single, the Powerful, the Omniscient, the 
Bountiful. 

~ Bahá’u’lláh 

________________________________________ 

 
Your Personal Prayers 

 
______________________________ 

 
Reflection on the Texts 

 
______________________________ 

 
Discussion 

 
These energies with which the Daystar of Divine 
bounty and Source of heavenly guidance hath 
endowed the reality of man lie, however, latent 
within him, even as the flame is hidden within 
the candle and the rays of light are potentially 
present in the lamp. The radiance of these 
energies may be obscured by worldly desires 
even as the light of the sun can be concealed 
beneath the dust and dross which cover the 
mirror. Neither the candle nor the lamp can be 
lighted through their own unaided efforts, nor 
can it ever be possible for the mirror to free 
itself from its dross. It is clear and evident that 
until a fire is kindled the lamp will never be 
ignited, and unless the dross is blotted out from 
the face of the mirror it can never represent the 
image of the sun nor reflect its light and glory. 

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, XXVII 

 
• What does last month’s topic of God’s 

Eternal Covenant have to do with life 
and death? 

• What things constitute “dust and dross” 
and how do we cleanse the mirror of our 
souls from its effect?  

• Can the lamp and mirror manifest their 
potential by themselves?  If not, what 
can light the lamp and cleanse the 
mirrors of our souls? 


